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(54) METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR OPTICAL INSPECTION 

PROBLEM*TO BE SOLVED: To visualize a deep area up to several 
millimeter under the cuticle where a melanin p«ment is present by 
selectively detecting luminescence generated from a part where a 
non-scattering component of an inspection light entering an object 
to be inspected is condensed. , «>c - 

SOLUTION: An inspection light 23 enters a sample 35 through a 
lens 31 and a non-scattering component of the light is condensed 
to an inspection part 37. A scattering light and luminescence 
generated at an image formation area pass t*'^"^*^ ^^V^^^.^^/:* 
reflected at mirrors 29. 27 and enter a space filter 20. The filter 20 
selectively passes the scattering light and luminescence. The 
luminescence passes a dichroic mirror 19 and enters a sharp cut 
filter 51. where the scattering light is removed. The luminescence 
out from the filter 51 enters a spectroscope 57 through a mirror 53. 
The spectroscope 57 separates the luminescence for «very 
wavelength and guides to a photodetector 59 The photodetector 59 
detects intensities, and an analyzing part 61 displays at a CRT 63 
an area 65 of the sample 35 where a lot of melanin pigment is 
present 
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